~ in Japan

...plus capitalism and the state, cops get into
capsicum, news, views and abuse from the
wonderful world of anarchist activism.
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WELCOME te another issue of The State
Adversary. As usual we continue to re-
quest, no PLEAD, for contributions of
any shape or form.

Letters, articles, graphics and photo-
graphs are all a vital part of the health of
The State Adversary, and with out them
T5A will stagnate and become the maga-
zine of a small group of Wellington peo-
ple taiking about themsel ves.

One change this issue is the revamp-
ing of the contacts fist. The contacts list js

looks unlikely to go ahead. Hopefully
the visit of Noam Chomsky later this
year will provide us with a consolation
prize, if we can get him away from the
liberals and academics who are sure to
swarm around him like ducks around a
bowling alley.

— The TSA Collective.

Anarchist Contacts

Christchurch

; s Anarchist Round Table
something we have been a little bit un- Cr- PO Box 22-076,
sure about for a while now, and we have Christchurch
finally got around to doing something e-mail: art@otautahi.ch.planet.gen.nz
about it. The list of “Anarchist Alliance” Motueka
contadts is gone, given the non-state of C/- Alan Cave, Central Rd, RD2
that organisation and that the addresses Upper Moutere,
were in many cases out of date. Replac- Nelson.
ing it is a new, much more usefuf, “An- Wellington
archists” contact list. CEC.

Only groups and addresses that have
specifically asked to be on the list will be
on it. This said, it is vitally important for

| PO Box 14-158, Kilbirnie, Wellington. |
TSA, Freedom Shop (
PO Box 9263, Te Aro,

the growth of the anarchist movement in Wellington.
Aotearoa that this list is used. e-mail. cec@anarchy.wn pi.net
As The StateAdversary goes to press Auckland
Lorenzo Kom'boa Evrin's planned tour Clo Amy Ross
e 3 Edwards Street, Grey Lynn,
Savage Stafe neiad
Phone (09) 376 0724
Riot-supporting, Nazi-hating, 100% Rotorua
two-fingers-in-the-air George van den Hoeven
purtk rock!t 141 Ranolf Street
Next issue $2 post paid from Rotorua
P O Box 6387, Te Aro, Wellington. Phone (07) 348 3787

=

which all individuals have the greatest choice in the way they five
their lives. Therefore we work towards the creation of a globa!
network of communities formed by voluntary agreements based on
Co-operation and respect for the freedom of others. We oppose all forms
of oppression including sexism, racism, religious intolerance,
l discrimination on the basis of sexuality, class structures, the governing
j of one person by another and any other form of authoritarianism or
f hierarchy that might happen along. Therefore we support the
empowerment of individuals and communities working towards freedom,
we support genuine resistance to authority. We are not the slightest bit
interested in those who merely seek o replace one authoritariansystem J

[T@namhfsm is the political philosophy of people seeking a society in

withanhother. Someofus likeolives, someofusdon’t.

The State Adversary
PO Box 9263 Wellington

The State Adversary is produced
by the State Adversary Collective,
an independent, autonomous
collective based in Wellington and
l open to interested anarchists and
! supporters.
|  Opinions expressed in this
J magazine do not necessarily
represent the views of the
coliective or of any member of the
collective or any other
organisation,
| Material published in this
magazine may be reproduced
freely, although we would
appreciate acknowledgement.

Contributions

l Contributions of copy and

photographs/graphics are eagerly
accepted. TSA is produced on an
Apple Macintosh using Microsoft
Word 5 and Aldus Pagemaker 4.0,
although we have access to PCs if
contributors wish to send material ;

on disc.
Advertisements [

Advertisements are accepted
subject to the discretion of the
collective. Rates are negotiable.

ISSN 0113-5074

Cover: communal meal preparations
in Sanya, Japan, during the Winter
Struggle of 1996-7. The banner reads
“don’t die without a fight! Live to
fight back. Sanya Winter Struggle.
Sanya Dispute Group.”

Photo: Matthew Turner.




MNARCHISTS rocked the foundations
wiiomodiern sport with the introduction of
Simee-sidied soccer to New Zealand dur-
g ine ¥997 Anarchist conference.

A mindure of traditional soccer, di-
plomacy and avant-garde art, three-
sided soccer is played on a hexagonal or
Gmoslar pitch. Teams may ally them-
gitliwes with one of the other teams (or
B of they can get away with it) in or-

Wi o aftack their opponents goals.

“Wou're trying to hold a position in
Wilies 5% is easier to score against one or
Willier of your opponents, to ensure that
meisedy s going to make a try for your
e poal,” says Wellington soccer ball-
ommmer Ross Gardiner.

Wictory goes to the team which con-
egies the Jeast goals.

‘Obwaously, if your team is seen to be
WEmmnE, you're going to be targeted.
Al &nck is to con the other teams into
SighEme it out for second place.”

Wiree-sided soccer is popular with
Smsh, Cerman and Italian anarchists.
MAmmmternational tournament is planned.

#ayers at the Wellington match lost
mmet of the score, but it was generally
djgreed that Working Class United beat
WHESE Libertarians and the Cappuccino
(Cmmsaders. Frank Prebble was named
pliwer of the match.

— Sam Buchanan

1997 Anarchist conference

ORGANISERS reckon the 1997 anarchist
conference was great success, It was well
organised, with many educational work-
shops, interesting discussions, and
yummy food. It also proved to be a good
spark for Christchurch and Auckland
anarchists to initiate group activities .

St. John’s Church in Wellington was
an excellent venue, previous conferences
have been spread over several locations,
creating logistical difficulties and a dis-
solute atmosphere.

About 60 people turned up at the con-

ference, somewhat fewer than at previ-

ous Wellington conferences, from all
over the country. Most feedback on the

Sereaming Asylum Productions

SCREAMINGASYLUMPRODUCTIONS
i@ collective of anarcho-punks who or-
{panuse gigs at Thistle Hall in Wellington
@me also organise some tours of overseas
Biamds around the country.

The name originated from the “The
Sepeaming Asylum”, a punk house in
Wiefinston. The house is no longer go-
Umg But the people that lived there con-
Smme to organise gigs, along with some
MW OrZANISETs.

JBws year the collective has formalised
Mlis swms and is in the process of becom-
img smcorporated. We intend to apply for
fumding o achieve our aims.

Oectives of the collective are buying
i o PA. equipment, musical equip-
muEmet (for general use), a van (for taking
SEmds on tour) and to find a cheap prac-
fiice space for bands to use, Eventually
e Bope fo establish our own gig venue!

The collective identifies as anarchist
and we plan to continue organising ben-
efit gigs to support the anarchist move-
ment as well as raising funds for hu-
manitarian, animal rights and environ-
mental groups.

In June we organised a benefit gig for
Anarcha-feminist magazine ‘Sekhmet’
and raised over $300. Also in June two
collective members bought a vocal P.A. —
they will be reimbursed from gigs over
the year. In the past we have hired the
P.A. which is quite expensive. After pay-
ing off this P.A. we plan to buy further
equipment to jazz it up.

Ifyou are in a band and would like to
play at one of our gigs in Wellington you
can contact us at;

Screaming Asylum Productions,
P.O. Box 9263, Te Aro, Wellington.

- Lyn

conference positive with people saying it
had been their “favourite conference so
far”. People also commented they en-
joyed the community feeling of the con-
ference and didn’t want to leave.

The aim of the conference was to edu-
cate attendees and to give us all a chance
to get together. It was recognised that
there is a need for forums other than the
major conferences, to plan and organise
the anarchist movement and for work-
shops to teach skills.

Those involved in organising the
conferenceand running workshops and
discussions deserve a large thankyou.

i Lyn
LorenzoKom’boa

Ervin tour off

A PLANNED visit to Aotearoa by US
anarchist Lorenze Kom’boa Ervin has
been cancelled due to the machinations
of the Australian authorities. As TSA
goes to print, attempts are underway to
schedule a visit for early August

During a tour of Australia, Ervin was
arrested and imprisoned and his visa
cancelled, following complaints by MP
Pauline Hanson. The decision has been
deferred, but doubts about his readmit-
tance to Australia resulted in the cancel-
lation of his visit to Aotearoa,

Ervin is a former Black Panther who
was imprisoned for hijacking a plane to
Cuba in 1961, after the FBI issued a
shoot-to-kill order against him. He be-
came an anarchist while in prison and is
the author of articles compiled in the
book Anarchism and the Black Revolution
(available from the Freedom Bookshop).



(IFERATION EMMA is 2 project initiated by the Katipo Col-
i i conemibit Ehe proliferation of misogynist images used
Ipssieill prodimcts and ideologies to our sodiety. The collective is
pillmmimg, posters, shckers, T-shirt production, and research,
(ilipeeactt ncSiom @md gwerilla attacks against misogynist images, as
el e i crestion of positive images.

Amarchist speakers addressed the recent Socialist Student
([Clymizmemae, n=ceiving a mixed reception, and the Student
(Climistiizm Miowesnent gathering, initiating a good discussion.

Mine Freediomn Shop bookshop collective continues to flour-
ity it mewo siock armiving at increasingly frequent intervals.

"Mine CEIC awrganssed a protest at short notice to protest the
(illiimg; @me Seportation threat by the Australian government
A sme LS anarchist Lorenzo Kom'boa Ervin. A dozen
il Sermed wp at the Australian High Commission to argue
Wuilth am Awmstralian diplomat, deliver letters of protest and

[Foiiesiiens just managed to outnumber police at an anti-
uimEEsSon demo organised by Wellington Animal Action at
Wieliimeson Hospital in April. Numerous plainclothes and
wmifmrmmed cops were in evidence, while their baton-carry-
imyg, mot-helmeted compatriots lurked around the corner. No

Christchurch happenings

FIFTEEN Christchurch people attended a May screening of
Il O Liwes", 2 video about women in the Spanish Revolu-
i, e Srst in 2 series of video and discussion evenings
pilinmmes Sy $he newly formed Anarchist Round Table (ART).

. Tiwe decision fo form ART came after informal talks be-
P Chmstchurch anarchists at the Anarchist Conference in
lilglimgson. Following the conference a meeting was held in
Clhmistcbanch, and those attending agreed that there was a
i i e 2 pew anarchist group with a solid structure and

clearly defined goals in order to avoid the problems faced by
previous groups in Christchurch, which tended to be nebu-
lous, often ceasing activities after a relatively short period. In
light of this it was decided to work towards establishing an
anarchist office in the town centre, and to hold a series of
fortnightly video/ discussion evenings in order to help raise
funds. The evenings would also allow local anarchists to get to
know each other better and raise awareness within the com-
munity, hopefully attracting new members in the process.

The first video evening, held at the local WEA Centre and
featuring a vegan meal, was an outstanding success. Group
members reaffirmed their determination to make the project
succeed and agreed that to do so will involve greater sharing
of responsibilities and pooling of resources.

All those interested are invited to attend future events,
which will be advertised locally.

Auckland events

AUCKLAND has been quiet lately, but anarchist meetings
have taken place, see contacts list on page two for more infor-
mation.

Nationalnews

LIBERTARIAS, a Spanish film telling the story of three wom-
en’s experiences during the Spanish Civil War is currently
screening on the film festival circuit Organise an anarchist trip
to the movies now (we don’t know if it's any good).

Noam Chomsky, noted US linguist, foreign policy analyst,
anarcho-syndicalist and all round nice guy, will be touring the
country in late October, as a guest of the Foundation for Peace
Studies. He will be speaking at the Media Peace Awards in
Auckland, at a public meeting in Wellington and possibly else-
where. Contact the organisers at P.O. Box 4110, Auckland 1, for

more details.

I

Horsevoices of protest

N BIAY amd June, several Wellington
mipchists and animal rights activists
parpEisd i demonstrations against
e smmsterme and culling of the
Wanmmzmzwrz horses. One reason for the
imetesit s owr perception of the State
Jiom) e o, 0of the Army and Depart-
et @ff Comservation were thereby
unmsnlidaimg their control over the
(Cemiezil Plat=an land, which had been
@iifiver lessed from or confiscated from
It Tamiharetoa, the local iwi.
Tine: peoiests imcdiuded stopping a
(il cammymmg around 20 Kaimanawa
o, Tweo Anckland animal rights
rtimwisits chaimed themselves under the

ik, wle others dimbed over the

el bramdishing placards. After

ittt zm fvowr the horses were becom-

fimg, distressed, and we allowed the
et they cxmmiimee t0 mndoad the horses

at a holding farm near Taihape. Other
protests included standing on tanks with
megaphones outside the Army Museum
at Waiouru, and a group of protesters
taking placards along to a Department of
Conservation media briefing. Several
protesters were arrested and charged
with trespass.

On the 7th of June, 30 people from
Ngaati Whitikaupeka of Ngaati
Tuwharetoa moved inte a Waiouru pic-
nicground, protesting in support of their
land claim, and against the culling of the
horses. Overnight they built a marae, the
wharenui and wharekai standing on a
block of land between the two major
roads in the Waiouru area. Wellington
anarchists arrived on Sunday morning
to support the occupation. The Maaori
flag flew above the old wooden
noticeboard at the entrance to the picnic

ground: “Welcome v Waiouru —
Gateway to Adwemimre" amd banners
emblazoned wiih “Simp e muster: to
muster is o buficher” e along the
fenceposts. Lowail peopieshowed their
support by ammwimg with firewood,
food, and bushdime mmaiterials.

On the 106 of ume @e Ruapehu
District Coumaill issmed an ulimatum
to Ngaati WhiSilanapelka, instructing
them to dismanifle e marae and leave
within 48 howrs, or mslk ewiction and
arrest. Ngaati Winikampeka eventu-
ally agreed to do so but only after
achieving their goal: 2 meeting with
the Minister of Treafy Settlements
Doug Graham about their land claim.
While they did move, they did so in
their own time, and with dignity, hav-
ing achieved the goal they had deter-
mined for themselves.
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Workfare looms

THE BUDGET s out, there is talk about
wionik fior the dole, and the unemployed
are besng blamed for unemployment.

We are told unemployed people will
e gefting “training and skills for the
workplace™ through the “Workfare”
sieme proposed by former Nat and
mowe NZ First MP and Minister of Em-
ployment Peter McCardle. This hasn't
been the case in other countries using
Werkfare-ty pe schemes. The jobs tend to
B¢ menial and often demeaning. Even
e State Services Commission appears
Sowbtful, saying in a report to govern-
mment that workfare “may provide some
garticipants with work experience and
Sasic work skills.” (empahsis added)

New Zealand already has the exam-
Ple of the “Community Taskforce”
scheme. People on this scheme rarely get
fr=ining adequate for employment and
many people find themselves in jobs that
others have previously done at full
wages. There are many examples of
workfare-type systems in other countries
displacing existing, paid workers. A
1994 study of a Swedish Public Relief
Work Programme showed a 69 percent
displacement of existing construction
j0bs. The State Services Commission
says that the larger the scale of such a
system, the greater the displacement of
existing workers, and that if all those
now unemployed were forced onto
workfare, the total number of unem-
ployed would actually increase.

Most unemployed people are already
=xperienced at working and are trained
and qualified. They just cannot find jobs.
The State Services Commission report
2is0 admits that United States workfare
schemes have had an inconclusive effect
o the level of unemployment (most US
workfare programmes are directed at
single parents).

We are told that workfare will build
self-esteem — as if being forced to work
for the dole s likely to engender pridein
what you are doing. Especially when
wou look around and see other people
paid full wages for the same work. Peo-
ple will find themselves doing similar
work to Periodic Detention used for
punishing people with criminal convic-
fions. Self-esteem is battered enough in
full employment, working under other
people and in unfair conditions, let alone
m working for the dole.

Another justification for workfare is

that there is much
work to be done
in our commu-
nity, in areas such

as the environ- &
ment, tourism, B
health and educa-

tion —so why not
use the unem-
ployed to get this }
work done f
cheaply? Cer- B
tainly, there is '

plenty of work to SO/ =
do. But instead of exploiting the unem-
ployed, why not just employ people to
do it for proper wages? The unemployed
are being used to create a pool of reserve
labour that can be pushed into [ow paid
work or used to scab on striking work-
ers.

Unemployment is a tool for “demo-
cratic” capitalism to keep wages at low
levels and business profits up. If there
was full employment the government
and business would start complaining
about inflation. There would be a
stronger workforce with stronger bar-
gaining power, leading to businesses
shifting to countries with worse condi-
tions and lower wages. This has already
happened in some industries.

More and more the economy is being
driven for the benefit of the wealthy with
the rights of workers dwindling, pres-
sure on the unemployed increasing, and
taxes decreasing.

So what's the solution? Well, in the

YoU'Rg H@-m
FEWCR BENCITTG -

GET AN

We need to dump this system where
the majority of us are spending most of
our lives working to make other people
rich, are in soul destroying jobs, and are
employed in jobs which are of no benefit
to the community we live in.

Life should be for living —and not just
on the weekends! We need to create a
society oriented to people and their
needs, not towards the state of the
economy. We need collectivised work-
places which work with the community
for the benefit of all.

We can start supporting each other
now by forming collectives, supporting
strikes every way we can, and putting
our views out and about everywhere.

— byLyn
Reference made to and sections used from
Workfare: An Issue for Unions by Sue
Bradford, Karen Davis and David Kenkel, of
AUWRC. Thanks also to the TUE and the
Wellington People’s Centre..

The Bludgeoning Budget

ANOTHER Budget out and we all look
to see how it affects our lives. Many
groups and individuals will be un-
happy with aspects of this year’s
Budget and will campaign to counter
the aspects of it they don’t like. No
doubt they will canvas sympathetic
MPs to argue their case for them, hop-
ing they can change the system from
within. Or else they may write angry
letters to the Members of Parliament
who put the Budget out. Other people
will be resigned in the belief that there
is nothing they can do about it.
Itamazes me that people accept that
we need those parasites in the Beehive

— giving over responsibility for their
lives to various political parties.

Under capitalism (free market or
state) there will always be people at the
bottom, always never enough money
for education, health or the environ-
ment because the state of the economy
drives everything. In a money-orien-
tated system there is always concern
about the national debt. Those in
power can never provide all the needs
for their constituents because that isn’t
what capitalism is designed to do. It is
designed for the poor majority to give
their money to the rich minori ty.

Power and decision making should
be in the hands of the people it affects.
Until this happens, decisions will be
based on greed and not need.

— bylLyn
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Recently returned after a year in Japan carrying out research on pre-war
anarchism, Matthew Turner reflects on his encounter with the contemporary

Japanese anarchist movement.

EACH year on September 6 a group of
around fifty relatives, academics and ad-
mirers assembles around the grave of
Osugi Sakae, located in the Kutsunoya
Cemetery on the outskirts of Shizuoka
city in central Japan. They come from
throughout the country to remember
and honour a man who has become a
symbol of resistance to the injustice and
totalitarianism of pre-war Japan, and of
the never-ending struggle of the indi-
vidual against the constraints of tradi-
tion and bourgeois morality. One of the
most flamboyant and controversial
figures in Japanese history, Osugi was
killed along with his partner, the femi-
nist [to Noe, and his six-year old nephew
by the military police in the aftermath of
the 1923 Tokyo Earthquake.

The graveside commemoration
seemed a good place to start my search
for contacts in the modern anarchist
movement in Japan. Although the main
purpose of my trip to Japan was to do
research on Osugi, [ was keen to take the
opportunity to see what was happening
in anarchist circles in the late 1990s. Like
him or hate him — and he does have his
share of critics — Osugi was one of the
giants of Japanese anarchism, and [ felt
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by Matthew Tumer

sure that among those who gather to re-
member him would be some young ac-
tivists.

The 1996 ceremony which I attended
was particularly special for Osugi’s rela-
tives, since that year had seen the death
of Osugi’s fourth daughter, Ito Rui, and
her husband, Nozawa Junji. Osugi’s two
surviving daughters, Sachiko and
Emiko, attended along with Rui’s son
(Osugi’s grandson) Yutaka, who spoke
on behalf of the relatives. After a few
words from a member of the organising
committee, Miyamoto Saburo, or
Saburo-jiji (“Old Man Saburo”) as he of-
ten calls himself, stepped forward to face
Osugi’s headstone and launched into a
spirited rendition of a revolutionary
song. Now nearing ninety, Miyamoto
was sixteen when Osugi was killed, and
his singing, always a highlight of the an-
nual ceremony, was an emotional appeal
on behalf of fallen comrades by a man
who obviously felt a personal loss at the
death of Osugi. The commemoration
ended with all those present being in-
vited to place flowers on Osugi’s grave.

Later in the afternoon a slightly

Gathering at the grave of Osugi Sakae in September 1995, the 72nd anniversary of his death.

smaller group gathered at a nearby hall
for a lecture meeting and discussion ses-
sion. Two academics had been invited to
give talks; the first on Osugi’s early links
with Chinese students in Tokyo through
his teaching of Esperanto, and the sec-
ond on Osugi’s place in the growth of
liberalism in Taisho period (1912-1926)
Japan. Perhaps it should be regarded as
healthy that Osugi has as many admirers
outside the anarchist movement as in it.
Nevertheless, [ couldn’t help remember-
ing during the second talk how Osugi
himself hated such speech meetings,
which he took great delight in disrupt-
ing by interjecting or even storming the
rostrum, from where he would stimulate
a debate on the need for the workers to
create their own destiny rather than fol-
low the lead of intellectuals and experts!
I left before the scheduled discussion
session and caught the next train back to
Tokyo.

Back in the capital I went through the
leaflets and other handouts I had been
given in Shizuoka. One referring to the
sixtieth anniversary of the outbreak of
the Spanish Revolution caught my eye,
not the least because I remembered it
had been given to me by a man in his
twenties, probably the youngest person
at the commemoration. According to the
leaflet, a series of talks, wideo screenings




WW |miﬂﬂlmﬂ A, wene to e Teld
fimrowpiowt October, with Ken Loadh's
Lomd amd Freedom operming at a local
Hineatre in mRd-November. Although the
finomgiht of attending another “speech
mmeetine”™ was none too inviting, 1 de-
mded to go to the symposium, where
wme of the scheduled guests speakers
wias Yamaguchi Kenji of the Anarchist
Federation of Japan.

Unfortunately neither Yamaguchi nor
dhe other speaker at the symposium
dealt directly with the anarchist collec-
wwes, a fact which surprised me and
glearly disappointed a number of those
present. Instead Yamaguchi focused on
the military struggle against Franco,
while Kawanari Hiroshi of Hosei Uni-
wersity presented the findings of his re-
search on the [nternational Brigades. Fol-
lowing the symposium, however, I had a
chance to talk with some of the organis-
ers over a few beers and learnt a bit more
aoout the group which had organised
the symposium, a group whose mem-
bers [ would get to know more over the
following few months.

AAA, or Actual Anarchist Action,
came into existence in late 1995 and
holds monthly meetings at a community
centre in Okubo, one of the more inter-
nationally flavoured areas of Tokyo,
with a large number of Chinese and Ko-
rean residents. Most meetings are at-
tended by up to twenty people, although
the symposium on the Spanish Revolu-
tion attracted perhaps five times that
number. The name comes from a now
defunct magazine which carried articles
about revolutionary movements around
the world, and is a bit of a misnomer for
a group one critic dismissed as a “salon”.
Meetings begin around seven in the
ewening, and usually revolve around a
tzlk given by a member or invited guest,
wihich is followed by a question session.
Topics covered so far include Murray
Bookchin’s Anarchism, Anarcho-capital-
wsm, the State of the Anarchist Move-
ment in New York, and Anarchism in
China, as well as discussions of the Aum
cult and anarchist related publicationsin
Japan. Following the formal meetings
core members usually gather at a nearby
drinking spot for a more informal ses-
sion which often [asts into the wee small
hours. By this time the main street of
Okubo is lined with prostitutes, many
from Asia and South America, which al-
ways made the ten minute walk to the
local station after AAA meetings an in-
teresting one!

Mumyrome wiith e ST
yen (around NZ56.00)
enirance fee is welcome
to attend an AAA meet-
ing, although most
regular members are
middle-aged, many of
them survivors of the
student struggles of the
60s and 70s. And whilea
number of these mem-
bers are involved in la-
bour union and other
activities, some younger
activists resent what
they see as the domi-
neering attitude of a
handful of veterans who
are not only out of touch
with the younger anar-
chist movement, but
openly scornful of punk
and other recent manifestations of anar-
chist culture, and for this reason these
activists are reluctant to attend AAA
gatherings. Following a talk I gave about
anarchism in New Zealand, for example,
which touched on such things as veg-
etarianism and animal rights, several of
these older members questioned the rel-
evance of such issues to what they saw
as the principle aim of the anarchist
movement: the liberation of the working
class. Critics also accuse these members
of sexism, pointing to the almost com-
plete absence of women from AAA func-
tions. Personality clashes and arguments
about “lifestyle anarchism” are not
unique to Japan, but it was disenchant-
ing to see such divisions lead to what
appears on the surface to be a split along
generational lines. Then again, perhaps
such divisions are to be expected in a
movement which many involved see as
going through an exciting period of
growth and change.

As is perhaps apparent from the list
of discussion topics above, AAA mem-
bers are keenly interested in anarchist
movements in other parts of the world.
Many were also delighted to meet a
“comrade” from overseas who was in-
terested in the world of Japanese anar-
chism, and were extremely helpful and
generous in supplying information and
research materials. One member even
presented me with a “spare” set of the
complete works of Osugi Sakae — all
fourteen volumes! — along with other
books he had picked up at local second
hand shops. Another introduced me to
Sanya, a district of Tokyo which is tradi-
tionally home to that city’s population of

An Anarchist clown Is accosted by Japanese

police at an anti-McDonald’s protest.

day-labourers.

Sanya was once the scene of a bitter
struggle between activists from the Na-
tional Council of Day Labour Unions
and right-wing gangsters who control-
led the labour marketin cahoots with the
labour subcentractors. The running
street battles between unionists and
gangsters are now a thing of the past, but
a recent split of the union into “libertar-
ian” and “authoritarian” factions meant
that tensions were still high when I vis-
ited Sanya on New Year’s Eve to get a
taste of the Winter Struggle, so called be-
cause without work over the New Year
holiday period many older labourers
cannot afford a flophouse bed and face
the risk of dying from cold on the street.
The rival union factions, who both claim
the other is the splinter group and both
continue to use the original group’s title,
established makeshift camps in strategi-
cally important locations — one in front
of the local welfare centre, the otherin a
nearby park — from where they distrib-
uted blankets, hot food and much
needed moral support. Following vio-
lent clashes between the factions the pre-
vious year, some members of the liber-
tarian faction wore makeshift body ar-
mour (including soccer shin-pads!) and
had bamboo sticks at the ready. Squads
of policemen in full riot gear also made
regular patrols, while plain clothes offic- .
erswerebusy photographing theactivists.

At Shinjuku Station, another gather-
ing spot for day-labourers and the home-
less and site of Tokyo’s most prominent
“cardboard box city”, the start of the
Winter Struggle was marked in a less
sombre fashion by a concert featuring
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street musicians, along with a perform-
ance of revolutionary rastafanian rap (9
by a young punk rocker. A year earlier
many of those now gathered to enjoy the
music and free food had been forcibly
evicted from their cardboard box homes,
built along an underground passageway
linking the station with the new Tokyo
Metropolitan Government buildings.
Local anarchists were involved in a vio-
lent struggle against the evictions. Most
homeless returned and have built new
cardboard homes nearby. Although the
threat of eviction is ever-present, the
problems of the previous year and the
support network built up as a result
have led to an impasse. Local shopkeep-
ers routinely complain to government
officials about the smell and disruption
to their businesses, but for most Tokyo-
ites the Shinjuku cardboard city is an es-
tablished part of their environment and
a continual reminder of the social prob-
lems in one of the world’s largest cities.

In the new year Tokyo hosted a musi-
cal event of a different kind with the visit
of Hong Kong anarchist Lenny and his
rock band Blackbird, a visit largely or-
ganised by local anarchists. Although I
didn’t make it to any of the concerts, I
did get a chance to meet Lenny at an
informal interview session just before he
returned to Hong Kong. Understand-
ably worried about the future of the an-
archist movement in Hong Kong follow-
ing its return to China later this year,
Lenny was nevertheless determined to
continue his “propaganda by music”.
Our conversation also touched on the
movement in New Zealand, which, sur-
prisingly, Lenny was quite familiar with,
although he was under the mistaken im-
pression that TSA was in hibernation! I
was quick to correct this, and we parted
later in the evening after exchanging
namecards and promising to keep in
touch.

At the interview session I also had the
chance to meet some younger anarchists,
and our discussion soon turned to the
McLibel case. Over the previous few
months I had been involved in a rather
fruitless attempt to raise awareness
about the case in Japan and even start up
a local anti-McDonald’s campaign.
Largely due to the efforts of a French-
man living in Tokyo whom [ had met via
the internet, a Japanese translation of the
“What's Wrong with McDonald’s” pam-
phlet had appeared on the McSpotlight
website, but apart from this and brief
protests by a pair of clowns inside two
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Tokyo McDonald's outlets on the World
Day of Action the previous year, there
was little in the way of a local McLibel
support campaign.

This changed in February 1997, how-
ever, with the birth of the International
Action Committee in Support of Justice
for Helen and Dave, which in co-ordina-
tion with the United Front of Revolu-
tionary Clowns organised a series of
anti-McDonald’s protests in Tokyo dur-
ing March. The biggest of these was to
involve the leafleting of six McDonald’s
shops in downtown Shibuya, a major
shopping and entertainment district of
Tokyo, but the intervention by the [ocal
constabulary outside store number four
put a halt to proceedings. Committee
members then turned their attention to
efforts to free the two clowns, who had
been taken away fdr questioning to a
nearby police box, while an American
supporter filmed the entire episode on
video. Later, with the clowns free and
over three hundred leaflets distributed,
committee members and supporters
gathered at a nearby drinking hole to re-
flect on the campaign, which in spite of
inadequate preparation and other prob-
lems, many resulting from language and
cultural differences, had been largely
successful.

One of the most enthusiastic Japanese
protesters was a young anarchist activist
called Kurosawa, who was also involved
in the struggle in support of the
Shinjuku homeless, and had previously
been active in protests objecting to dis-
crimination against foreign labourers,
mostly Iranians, in the early 1990s.
Kurosawa was also a member of Aki No
Arashi (Autumn Storm), a group vehe-
mently opposed to the Imperial system
who made a name for themselves at the
time of the death of Emperor Showa in
January 1989. Directly after the death of
the Emperor the group took partin aone
hundred strong demonstration against
the Imperial system, during which two
members were arrested for speaking
without a permit. Two more activists
were arrested after a banner reading
“Bye-bye Hirohito” — a familiar refer-
ence showing open disrespect to the [ate
Emperor — was draped over an
overbridge, while a fifth member was as-
saulted by police while distributing

leaflets in February 1990. Group mem-
bers later sued the Tokyo Metropolitan
Government for false arrest and assault,
and were eventually awarded damages
in October 1996.

Kurosawa was himself homeless,
sleeping sometimes on the street and
sometimes in rooms at various universi-
ties which his young colleagues main-
tained. I visited one of these rooms at a
famous private university, where post-
ers featuring German Autonomen cov-
ered the walls and works on anarchism
lined the bookshelves. Like their New
Zealand counterparts, university stu-
dents in Japan appear to be becoming
less interested in activism year by year,
so it was reassuring to meet and hear
about young anarchists active in student
politics there. I was already vaguely fa-
miliar, for example, with a campaign to
save the old halls of residence at Tokyo
University from demolition — in fact I
often passed the beautiful old buildings,
since the campus was just minutes away
from where I lived. But I had no idea
that the students who occupied the halls,
refusing to budge despite having their
water and power cut off, included a
number of anarchists.

My research completed, and satisfied
that I had not only met, but also worked
with some anarchist activists in Japan,
returned to New Zealand in mid-March
1997. And although my somewhat lim-
ited experience of the contemporary
Japanese anarchist movement is not
enough to form any generalisations, I
can say that in Japan [ had the pleasure
of working with some of the most
knowledgeable and dedicated anarchists
I have ever met. Their keen interest in
similar movements overseas, both past
and present, is only slightly tempered by
their apprehension when faced with the
realities of the language barrier. It is in-
deed a pity that more information is not
available here on Japanese anarchism,
and the contemporary movement in par-
ticular, but this is due more to ethnocen-
trism and linguistic imperialism on our
part than to any lack of effort by the
Japanese. I hope in the future to do my
bit to correct this imbalance, and at the
same time to develop and strengthen the
friendships I formed in Japan during my
brief stay there.



Tino rangatiratanga, the State,
and the Kaimanawahorses

emotions havegalloped awayonus

“They have forced us back and back until we are against the wall. Now it is time to stand and take thatwall down...”

THE KAIMANAWA horse issue has
been portrayed in the media as a squab-
ble between horse fanatics and conserva-
tionists concerned about Aotearoa’s en-
dangered plant species. However, if we
look more closely, the issue becomes pri-
marily a question of control over Maaori
land - whether the State controls the land
in the form of the Department of Conser-
vation and the Army or whether the lo-
cal community of tangata whenua have
self-determinationlivingontheirownland.

While the Department of Conserva-
tion has claimed that the wild horses in
the Central Plateau of the North Island
of Aotearoa must be shot to protect 10
endangered plant species, there do not
seem to be convincing reasons why the
plants cannot be adequately protected
by fencing. Fencing would be cheaper
than mustering the horses or shooting
them by helicopter ($54,000 versus
$480,00 or $167,000)*. In other areas the
Department of Conservation routinely
fences off small regions of important
biodiversity.

Why has the option of shooting the
horses been chosen in this case? To an-
swer this we need to look at the history
of the land. Most of the area the horses
are on is Maaori land which has been
either leased to the Army, or taken by
proclamation. The World Heritage Park
at Tongariro is also Maaori land which
was gifted to the nation by the chief of
Ngaati Tuwharetoa. The Kaimanawa
horses are partly descended from a stal-
lion and mare which were gifted to him
and then released.?

Recently the hapu Ngaati Tama Whiti
of Ngaati Tuwharetoa registered a claim
with the Waitangi Tribunal over the con-
fiscated land and the horses. They also
registered a complaint with MAF about
the proposed culling of the horses under
the Animal Protection Act. Another
hapu of Ngaati Tuwharetoa - Ngaati
Whitikaupeka - has also registered a
claim with the Waitangi Tribunal, and
has participated in protests against the
culling of the horses, including the re-
cent occupation of a Waiouru picnic
ground.

- Hape Lomax, Ngaati Whiti Kaupeka

Under Treaty of Waitangi provisions,
Ngaati Tuwharetoa should have been in-
cluded in the Working Party which drew
up the Kaimanawa horse management
plan. However, they were not invited to

included in the public discussion paper
or final plan. The Waitangi Tribunal
found that the Department of Conserva-
tion had failed to consult with Maaori as
required to under the Department of
Conservation Empowering Act, and in-
structed them to do so. Nonetheless, at
no point did consultation take place.

What interests do the Department of
Conservation and the Army have in the
Central Plateau land and the
Kaimanawa horses?

The Army have been in possession of
the Moawhango region since the 1930's.
They have lobbying to kill the horses for
decades, as they interfere with Army ex-
ercises, and in particular with new heat-
seeking devices which the Army are
purchasing. The Army opposed the 1981
horse protection order and were lobby-
ing for extermination from 1988 on-
wards. Army demands were included in
the first Department of Conservation
draft management plan for the horses,
but were dropped when only three sub-
missions supported removing the herd
for Army training.?

Both the Army and Department of
Conservation have a strong interest in

control over the land. In particular, De-
partment of Conservation must be con-
cerned with Army damage in the region.
A recent Army Land Use Study identi-
fied the Army as the major environmen-
tal risk in the region. Environmental im-
pacts caused by the Army include: bom-
bardments, deliberate targeting of vul-
nerable wet areas, waste disposal, road
construction, and accidental fires. In
1985 about 15,000 hectares of tussock
burned out of control for several days on
the Central Plateau. Since 1987 the De-
partment of Conservation has spent
around 3.5 million dollars on fire con-
trol.t It is even possible that some kind
of arrangement has been reached be-
tween the Department of Conservation
and the Army whereby the Department
of Conservation gain increased reserve
areas in return for culling the horses.

This may sound like conspiracy
theory, but, irrespective, both the Army
and the Department of Conservation
stand to consolidate their control over
the Central Plateau land through the
culling of the horses. The effect will be
that they, rather than Maaori appear to
have a commitment to the land and to be
the rightful owners.

In contrast, Ngaati Tuwharetoa see
the horses as part of their own self-deter-
mination, part of their tikanga. The
horses are descended from those re-
leased by Maaori 150 years ago. Maaori
see the horses as part of their heritage to
hand on to their children, because the
environment constantly evolves, and the
Kaimanawa horses are part of that envi-
ronment. The horses were on the land
when it came under the control of the
Pakeha state — Maaori seek the return of
the horses as wild free animals to their
guardianship when the land returns to
them. They seek self-determination both
for themselves and the horses.

1 To scare is to win’, Ellen Lee, City
Voice, 29 May 1997.

2Wild Horse Trust

3To scare is to win'’, Ellen Lee, City
Voice, 29 May 1997.

+Wild Horse Trust web site
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- Anarchism is more than
the absence of government
— itisaboutreconstucting
societytomake
government obsolete.

ALL too often anarchism is defined
negatively — against all forms of au-
thority and oppression, against hierar-
chy, against capitalism, patriarchy and
the state, against this, against that. What
is needed is a more positive definition
of anarchism, one which outlines con-
crete alternatives to the authoritarian
system. All too often anarchists them-
selves emphasise destruction — like
smashing the state— whilst overlooking
the constructive side of anarchism. It is
this side of anarchism I hope to outline.

There is one fundamental difference
between anarchism and other move-
ments which claim to be aiming for a
society where people do not exploit or
coerce. Like some other movements an-
archism aims for a society without bosses.
But unlike other movements, anarchism
aims for a society without cops. Marxists
have written thousands of tomes about
the so-called historical inevitability of
abolishing bosses, but pay little or no at-
tention to abolishing the organised bru-
tality and coercion of the police and
state. Of course this is because the Marx-
ists want to capture the power of the
state to enforce their vision upon people
— leading to a new tyranny; a new
bunch of (Marxist) bosses and cops ex-
ploiting and coercing people.

Unlike Marxists, anarchists want to
build up in the shell of the old society
truly democratic alternatives to the au-
thoritarian system. Marxists just want to
take over the old system and run it for
themselves. Anarchists want to build up
alternative revolutionary institutions
based on the principles of flaxroots, par-
ticipatory democracy. The old society
does not need to be destroyed — it sim-
ply needs to be made irrelevant. People
would no longer need authoritarian in-
stitutions like the nuclear family and the
state had they alternatives to them.

What is the alternative? The princi-
ples of participatory democracy would
be applied to every part of society — the
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family, the workplace, the libraries and
hospitals, and the community. For exam-
ple, everybody would have a say in the
running of their own community where
decisions would be made in something
like a town hall, where everybody is al-
lowed to attend and have their say, and
where decisions would be made, prefer-
ably by consensus. To get things done
for a specific task, specialist elected com-
mittees would be created — but to guard
against bureaucracy and power being
concentrated in the hands of a few, elec-
tions would need to be held regularly
(say, every month), elected positions
would be temporary (delegates rather
than representatives, and the committee
would dissolve once a specific task is
completed). People elected could be in-
stantly recalled by the community as-
sembly, elected positions would be con-
stantly rotated amongst people, and peo-
ple would not receive any financial or
other benefits when elected.

The building up of alternatives (based
upon participatory democracy) to au-
thoritarian institutions (such as the fam-
ily, the state, the church, the media, the
schools) is one fundamental aspect of an-
archism. [ think there are about three
other inseparable aspects of anarchism.
Of course this is an oversimplification as
there are many others which are of equal
importance that need to be added.

Not only does anarchism mean par-
ticipatory democracy, it also means the
democratic control of the economic re-

sources of saciety. If you had participa-
tory democracy, but still had inequality
in resources between people, the rich
would dominate and buy off opposi-
tion. What anarchists have traditionally
aimed for is economic democracy and
equality, where the wealth of society is
owned by all, and not by a small elite
like in capitalism and communism —
that is a “common-wealth” (this term
was used by anarchists before it got cor-
rupted by British imperialism). Private
property is inherently authoritarian. It
allows those with the most resource
rich property to dominate and buy out
those with poor quality property, which
leads to a small elite owning most of the
property in society, as in Aotearoa to-
day. Only by abolishing private property
and allowing everybody access to re-
sources according to their needs can eco-
nomic exploitation be overcome.

Another aspect of anarchism is a con-
tinual revolt against all forms of au-
thority and coercion. Wherever author-
ity is found — in the public (workplace
etc.) and private (household) spheres of
life, in the schools, and even within anar-
chist groups themselves — authority
needs to be questioned and acted
against. This is a kind of permanent
revolution. Before, during and after the
revolution people need to be continually
sceptical of anybody who wants power
or who wants to lead others. Anarchism,
if itis to work, requires a sceptical, ques-
tioning culture of permanent protest.

The final aspect of anarchism is that
of a culture of mutual aid. All the above
would not work if there were not a gen-
eral culture of solidarity or mutual aid.
This doesn’t mean the Christian concept
of charity: helping others in a controlling
or condescending manner (a one-way re-
lationship); but people helping each
other as equals and with mutual respect
(a two-way relationship). That means
overcoming the kind of egoism, selfish-
ness, competitiveness and individualism
that is rampant in this society.

I'think we can now dismiss some very
common, but very misleading defini-
tions of anarchism — definitions that
even some anarchists themselves pro-
pose. The most simplistic definition of
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right wingers who want to roll back the
state to take the state out of the free-
market, to allow the rich and powerful to
exploit the poor and powerless. Right
wangers oppose the state because it lim-
i< the freedom of the capitalist elite to
exploit and reduces their profits (they
would have higher profits if they didn’t
have to pay taxes to the state). Whilst
anarchists have traditionally opposed
the state on the grounds that the state is
the means by which the ruling elite (or
any aspiring elite, such as the top hierar-
chy within a Marxist Party) controls,
suppresses and coerces people (through
propaganda, and if that doesn’t work
then through police brutality) and main-
tains inequality (through enforcing un-
just laws). Anarchism has always meant
heaps more than just the abolition of the
state — it means the abolition of all elites
and bosses, and of all forms of authority
(gender, race, class etc.).

A second common definition of anar-
chism is that anarchism means no gov-
ernment. Not having any government
implies to me not having any organisa-
tion, and this conjures up images of
chaos and a war of all against all. Anar-
chism, I think, means self government —
which simply means people controlling
and running collectively their own lives,
democratically running their own
workplaces, communities, hospitals,
schools, and so on. This is opposed to the
traditional European concept of govern-
ment from above — they claim that ordi-
nary people cannot be trusted to run
their own lives and thus, it is claimed,
need a small elite to control and rule
them from above.

Let’s not forget anarchism is sup-
posed to be a revolutionary movement.
All too often anarchists slip into a mild
and safe liberalism, aiming for a few
piecemeal changes. Often accompanied
with this form of reformist anarchism is
the liberal view that power is widely dis-
persed in society between different
groups, and there are no fundamental
divisions in society, just one or two
abuses of power. The more traditional
revolutionary anarchist view holds that
Aotearoa is based upon, and revolves
around, fundamental and all-pervasive
divisions in society — that is power is
concentrated in the hands of white, rich,
males. Aotearoa is based upon the ex-
ploitation (and virtual genocide) of
Maori. It is based upon the exploitation

of weormes, [ s based wmor She expiioiz-
tion of working-dass pecpie. Today, or-
dinary wimmin, Maori and working-
class people have little or no control over
their everyday lives. Fundamental and
revolutionary grassroots changes are
needed, to take power off the powerful
elite that runs society, and to build up a
new society not based upon power but

where people have control over their

lives; a society based upon permanent
protest, mutual aid and cooperation, and
self government.

$i¢ POLICE FIVE 33

A regular column on policing and how to avold it

IN CASE YOU haven't noticed the lo-
cal plods have a new weapon in their
armoury — capsicum spray also
known as pepper spray or OC spray.

Christchurch police have been re-
ported to be testing the spray, some
cops have volunteered to receive a
dose of it and describe it as being
worse than tear gas, and like having a
“hot poker pushed into your eyes.”

Interestingly, police in California,
North Carolina and Florida have filed
lawsuits to stop compulsory exposure
to the sprays during training, claiming
cops suffered serious health effects as
a result. In the States there is growing
concern after more than 60 deaths fol-
lowing use of sprays on suspects.

Capsicum spray is made by dilut-
ing capsaicin (oleoresin capsi cum), an
oil derived from hot peppers. Usually
a 10 percent solution is used resulting
in a mix 300 times as hot as Jalapefio
pepper and 60 times as hot as the hot-
test cayenne (1,500,000 Scoville heat
units for the technically minded). It
causes a burning sensation in the eyes
and skin, tingling in the lungs and
throat, coughing and shortness of
breath if breathed in, and sometimes
paralysis of the larynx, preventing
speech. Those hit by sprays normally
drop to the ground and keep their
eyes closed for 20 to 30 minutes.

Treat victims by flushing affected
areas with water or saline solution. If
none is available, get the victim intoa
windy place or walk them around to
create air movement over the skin.
Rubbing affected areas only forces
material deeper into the pores. Don’t
touch sensitive areas of the body if
you have the stuff on your hands.

sl

Asthmatics may find the spray
causes asthma attacks, treat the attack
as normal with Ventolin or other air-
way-opening medicines. Asthmatics
should make their condition known to
people around them if they are in a
situation in which capsicum sprays
may be used and ensure their medica-
tion is easily available..

A 1995 article in the Los Angeles
Times quotes the president of a Utah
capsicum spray manufacturing com-
pany, Advanced Defense Technolo-
gies, as agreeing that the sprays havea
rolein reported deaths.

“These are weapons... Clearly this
not a breath freshener or an underarm
deodorant,” he says.

However, difficulties in pin-point-
ing the actual cause of death in US
cases make it hard to conclusively
prove the dangers of capsicum spray.
In all the cases, additional factors may
have contributed to the cause of death
_ alcohol and drugs, use of stun guns
and handcuffs, and “positional as-
phyxia”, breathing difficulties caused
by victims being laid face down, or in
other constrictive positions, while be-
ing restrained. Conditions such as
asthma, bronchitis and enlarged
hearts may increase susceptibility to
the spray’s effects.

A study reported in The American
Journal of Forensic Medicine and Pathol-
ogy came to the conclusion that the
spray “appears to be relatively safe”,
but also says “We have insufficient
physiologic data at this time, however,
to conclude that capsaicin is incapable
of causing or contributing to death.”

I reckon you should avoid it.
— By Sam Buchanan
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IFTEMN Snd anarchists in this country
fimue @ smrprising degree of sympathy
o e state. Many seem to have fallen
fir e sy th that the stateis a rival, or at
llzmst @ meoderating influence on the ac-
fiiifies of free market capitalists.

Teyere are two reasons for this. Firstly,
Wiene Zealanders have, for the most part,
i@ an unusually benign experience of
e state. Please don't think [ am una-
swame of the history of the New Zealand

; ¢ Its invasion of the Waikato,
fine destruction of the Maori economic
s amd culture, the military crushing of
Wilaor: communities at Maungapohatu
amd Parihaka, the violent suppression of
$he 1917 Waihi and 1951 waterfront

by Sam Buchanan

strikes, police violence, military con-
scription, support for repressive regimes
overseas and many other examples of
violent and criminal behaviour show
clearly what the state is all about.

But despite this appalling behaviour,
the New Zealand state has a relatively
good record by international standards
where genocide is virtually the norm.

This is helped by the lack of historical
awareness amongst New Zealanders.
Few of the examples given above are
widely discussed.

Secondly, in the last hundred years or
so, political debate has been deliberately

State housing in Wellington — a major source
Fletcher family fortune.
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narrowed. Today,
the only signifi-
cant debate aired
is the argument
over which activi-
ties are the prov-
ince of the state
and which should
be handled by
‘free’ enterprise.
The inherent lie in
this debate is the
continual assertion
that the state and
the ‘free market’
are enemies.

In fact, capital-
ism loves the state
and wouldn’t be
without it for the
world. Even the
most extreme ex-
ponents of free
market ideologies,
the so-called liber-
tarians, talk only
about minimising
the state, never
getting rid of it en-
tirely. While there
is a certain logic to

of the

the libertarian programme from a capi-
talist point of view, few capitalists back
it as it would spoil the nice little racket
theyhavegoing,.

The state offers three important
things to capitalists: force, a willingness
to indulge in currently unprofitable
practices that benefit capitalists, such as
research and development, and an ex-
ceptional ability to channel large quanti-
ties of money from the poor to the rich.

The ‘legitimate’ use of force is largely
the province of the state. If the interests
of corporations are significantly threat-
ened, the state’s military or police will
step in to lend them a hand, breaking
strikes, clobbering rivals (as in the 1991
Gulf War, a scrap over control and pric-
ing of oil), keeping crimes against prop-
erty to a ‘reasonable’ level and ensuring
a level of social cohesion necessary for
the smooth functioning of capitalism.
Not only does this mean capi talists get to
keep their hands clean, it also passes on
the cost of policing to those being po-
liced —the taxpayers.

Military expeditions in support of
global capitalism are similarly financed.
Few people could be persuaded to pay
the exorbitant cost of a military thatdoes
little to defend New Zealanders, but un-
der the system of state-capitalist collabo-
ration, we have no choice but to cough
up orbejailed.

Military spending is also the ultimate
example of the channelling of money
from the taxpayer to corporations. Mili-
tary forces are expensive, the taxpayer
picks up the bill, and companies score
lucrative contracts.

To take a local example of state-cor-
porate collusion, Fletcher Challenge
didn’t get rich by accident, or by taking
on its rivals in the free market. Fletcher
Construction’s rise to prominence accel-
erated rapidly during the Labour gov-
ernment’s state house building pro-
gramme in the ‘thirties. While the La-
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gomtrolled building programme’ and
smmed to James Fletcher who had ad-
yised the party on housing policy prior
4o its election. Fletcher acted as an ad-
wiser to the government and served on a
cabinet—appointed building committee.
At the same time Fletcher Construction
won half government contracts to build
state houses, and leased two govern-
ment-builtjoinery factories.

This didn’t make the company rich,
but it did give them excellent contacts
within the government. In 1942, Fletcher
was appointed as Commissioner of De-
fence Construction, giving him the
power to direct the deployment of work-
ers and resources, and to halt construc-
tion considered unnecessary to the de-
fence effort. In 1943 he became the first
commissioner of the Ministry of Works,
which he played a part in setting up.
World War Il brought with it numerous
military construction contracts, from
which Fletchers and other private con-
tractors received the benefits. The war
also meant the curtailing of imports, giv-
ing a boost to local manufacturers, in-
cluding Fletchers' building supplies sub-
sidiaries.

After the war, the now Sir James
Fletcher became the first chairman of
Tasman Pulp and Paper. Created to
process timber from the Kaingaroa State
Eorest, the government was the compa-
ny’s main shareholder. Fletcher Con-
struction won the contract to design and
build both the company’s mill and the
town of Kawerau. Finally, in 1980, the
government sold its share of Tasman to
Fletchers for the bargain price of $37 mil-
lion?

Sir James’ politically-inclined grand-
son and heir to his position in the com-
pany made clear his fondness for the
state attacking “Treasury free-market
propaganda” and calling for “a totally
united team approach between [sic] all
parties — government, industry, labour
and finance.” He opposed the opening
wp of the economy to international com-
petition, saying a customs union with
apstralia would be a “disaster” and that
imternational economic competition is
oy far removed from the theories of per-
fect competition that reliance on
gremises of competitive advantage are
sisplistic and theoretically unsound.”*

In the United States, the aircraft
manufacturer Boeing is held up by the
jgowernment as an example for other free

mmarietEers b follow. However, 2
large percentage of the company’s
profits come fromits state-supplied
military contracts. The state helps
out in other ways too. Shortly after
signing the GATT agreement which |
supposedly reduced government
“interference’ in world trade, Presi- §
dent Clinton offered to revise Saudi [8
Arabia’s debt repayments if the
country chose to buy Boeing airlin-
ers rather than European Airbuses.
Naturally, Boeing got the contract.

These examples are not unusual.
US activist Ralph Nader counted
120 US Federal Government pro-
grammestosubsidisecorporaﬁonsﬁ

“They are so varied and embed-
ded that we actually grow up think-
ing that the government interferes
with the free enterprise system,
rather than subsidising it,” he says.

The US government even has a
programme to encourage US busi-

nesses to move to Third World countries
where labour is cheaper!

Another of Nader’s examples of gov-
ernment support for companies is the
drug Taxol, developed to fight ovarian
cancer thanks to a $US31 million govern-
ment grant. Once developed the formula
was handed over to the Bristol Myers
Squibb company for free. The company
now charges patients between $10,000
and $15,000 for a series of treatments.

Back home in Aotearoa we have seen
an acceleration of state support for busi-
ness. While some state subsidies to busi-
ness have been cut, vast quantities of
state assets developed at taxpayer ex-
pense have been sold to the private sec-
tor at bargain prices. Most of the compa-
nies who bought in are now reporting
enormous profits. Air New Zealand was
subsidised by the taxpayer for years, yet
almost as soon as it began making a
profitit was sold off.

Not only does the private sector get to
buy up cheap assets, but the state, now
devoid of its own apparatus, increas-
ingly must contract out services to pri-
vate companies.

It is very convenient for the state to
play ‘good cop’ to the capitalist ‘bad
cop.’ Or even vice versa. The great ma-
jority of politicians, lacking any real po-
litical understanding, see the game in
these terms, believing they are acting as
referees in a game between the rights of
companies and the rights of the people.
But the rules of the game have been set
by capitalism.

The state’s real role is that of a “plausi-

James Fletcher — New Zealand’s Iargt
company was subsidised by the State.

bly deniable’ agent of capitalism, whose
role is to make sure the game produces
the required results.

Notes
1 To head off union opposition, the

government suggested they form
workers’ cooperatives. The Wellington
branch of the carpenters and joiners
union formed such a company and won
a contract for 21 houses, but due to a
lack of capital it was unable to complete
the job, and the contract was taken over
by Fletchers. Initially, the government
favoured large scale contracts for state
houses. However, when it became clear
that Fletchers were the only company
able to build on the scale required,
opposition from other builders forced
them to let smaller contracts.

2 Gee ‘Building the New Zealand Dream’
by Gael Ferguson.

3 pulp and paper productionisa heavily
subsidised industry. Itis estimated that
tax benefits from Tasman were worth
$10 million in 1980. The government’s
share of Tasman’s assets was worth
considerably more than the $37 million
price tag paid for the shares. In 1977,
Tasman was paying the government
between $2 and $9 per cubic metre for
timber with a replacement cost of $15.
Fletchers also benefited from below cost
electricity supplies for the aluminium
smelter it had a 50 per cent interestin.

4 The Fletcher Challenge’ By Bruce
Jesson, self published, 1980.

5 Corporations dismantling democ-
racy’, Evening Post, January 8, 1997.
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s decision not to ask the
litics but [ didn't need
e wolunteered information
‘mot giving much encourage-
s are common in East Timor.
om Darwin to Kupang (West
miy costs A$350 so if you'rein
s 2 good way to go. [ enjoyed
— its got a real festering air
wath crumbling buildings, nar-
s, open sewers and dogs and
amdening around the place.
ye place | stayed in was like most
;| stayed in Timor: a complete dive
sors coming off their hinges, butl
atmosphere, there were usually
locals as backpackers around;
were staff, some hung around to
% up guide work and some just hung
g i but they spent most of their time
~ gmng in the shade playing chess or gui-
tar amongst themselves or with guests. It
Jooked likeagood lifestyle.
~ Nighttime s the best time in Kupang;

" & seems to be when everybody does
#heir shopping. The main street gets very
rowded, with every inch of space on the

. side of the road being taken up by peo-
ple sitting on a blanket selling some-
thing. You can buy a meal of deepfried
tempei and tofu with chilli-sauce for
about 40 cents.

There was lots of betelnut for sale; I
tried some but only enough to giveme a
mild high as it made me a bit queasy
after munching it a while.

Bemos, the main form of public trans-
port in Timor, are worth a mention;
bemos are vans converted into mini
busses by running a seat down each side
and bunging four full size speakers un-
der them. In Kupang they usually play
poppy English language music, often
with a heavy techno beat superimposed.
The bemo operators tear down the
streets blasting out music, weaving
around traffic with a boy hanging out
the side to spot customers and take the
money — they seem to enjoy their work.

I went to East Timor by bus; you can
go from Kupang to Dili in one very long
day [ think, but the road is very windy
and the clove cigarettes very nauseating,
50 it's better to break it up. Public trans-
portis very cheap.

Crossing into East Timor, someone
went around collecting all our ID which
we didn’t get back for a while, which
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by Hugh Cave

made us a bit nervous (I was travelling
with some Aussies I met in Kupang). We
weren’t sure we were going to getin, as
there had just been a big demo in Dili
and a rumour got around they weren't
letting Westerners through.

We got to Dili at night and ended up
having to stay at the Hotel Tourismo (the
name is hopeful rather than descriptive,
as East Timor only gets a few hundred
tourists a year) which is run by the mili-
tary, but we later found the only East
Timorese owned hotel in Dili. It wasn’t
in the guides and most the taxi drivers
don’t know it, so if you're thinking of
going to Dili make a note of it — I can’t
remember the name of the street, butit’s
called the “Villa Harmonia” and Pedro,
the guy who owns the place, speaks
good English and has some understand-
ing of western culture as he’s spent time
in Australia. His family all speak Portu-
guese along with the obligatory Tetum
and Indonesian.

Timorese are very laid-back about
work and generally getting around, they
just seem to drift around except when
they’re behind the wheel.

Timorese are pretty full on socially,
they don’t seem to have any concept of
personal space — you often get an en-
tourage walking around Dili. I've had
someone lean on my knee in a bemo to
talk to someone on the other side and

I've seen someone pick up a stranger’s
hand to look at his watch.
When I was in hospital I had stran-
gers coming in to visit quite regularly,
most of whom had no English and were
content to just watch me. One guy, a pa-
tient I think, would regularly stick his
head in the window and watch me for
ages without ever saying a word. Once a
family of about seven visited, one of
whom had a little English with which
she asked the typical Timorese questions
of how many brothers and sisters I had,
whatjobs wedid and whatreligionlhad.
When I said no religion, she asked “Is
that Christian, Moslem or Hindu?” I
don’t know if they don’t understand the
concept of no religion or whether they
just find it embarrassing. Under Indone-
sian law it's illegal not to have a religion.
The young men are often very open
about opposition to Indonesia; they take
big risks. ] was warned away from some
by an older person as likely to bring
trouble. As a foreigner you risk getting
other people into trouble more than
yourself. I had the impression that a
large percentage of Timorese men are in
jail. The kids play at killing Indonesians.
The Indonesian government is mak-
ing a big P.R. push — they’ve built a
huge statue of Jesus standing on a globe
on top of cliffs near the harbour so in-
coming ships see it from miles away;
they seem to be at pains to prevent the
conflict being seen as a religious issue.

| juxta-POSING

with:

“When a country reaches a certain level of economic development, when it has a middle
class big enough to support a McDonald’s, it becomes a McDonald’s country and people
in McDonald’s countries don’t like to fight wars, they like fo wait in line for burgers.”

— Thomas Friedman — commissioned by McDonald’s Hamburger Univer-
sity to write a thesis on McDonald's and civilisation.

“The sun never sets on McDonald’s whether we're serving customers in the world’s great
metropolitan centres or near the picturesque rice fields carved into the landscape of the

and:

pendence.”

Source: Squall magazine.
L

Indonesian island of Bali. Brand McDonald's is everywhere.”
— McDonald’s Corporation 1996 Annual Report

“From the outset the Indonesian occupying forces were involved in violent confrontation
with an armed Timor resistance movement which has always had the support of the East
Timorese people and in recent years more particularly of the young. Tle assembly con-
demns the annexation of East Timor by Indonesia,
international law and more particularly of people’s right to self-determination and inde-

which it regards as a violation of

— Coundil of Europe Resolution 966 (1991) on East Timor.




I the hughlands people are a lot more
reserved, unsmiling; they look like they
want to keep out of your way. I have
heard it was like that in Dili a while ago;
apparently people got beaten for speak-
ing to foreigners.

I went with the Aussies I was travel-
ling with up to what was described as a
hotel, up in the wops. It was a very high
village; the air was quite cool. It looked
pretty much like New Zealand moun-
tain country except for all the thatched
huts, roughly terraced gardens and peo-
ple getting around on tiny Timorese po-
nies, life looked pretty tough for them.
The “hotel” was an old Portuguese resi-
dence which overlooked the village and
it became apparent its main function
was as a guard post; about 5 or 6 soldiers
lived out the back. I don‘t think they got
many guests there judging by the inch
thick layer of insects in the bath. [ went
out to the cookhouse to try and establish
if the food would be vegan (it turned out
to be rice, noodles and dried fish which
even the non-vegos couldn’t stomach).
The cook looked Timorese and I hung
around to keep warm by the fire and try

a dictionary, but
communication
wasn't too good and
in the end he took me
around to visit the
soldiers (whom I had
been trying to avoid).
I don’t know if he
was just getting rid
of me or if he tho-
ught they might be able to understand
me better, but it was quite interesting.

They shared a small space and had a
communal bed. It was quite surreal. Like
Timorese men, the soldiers seemed to be
completely lacking in machismo. They
were very friendly and made a big game
out of trying to communicate with the
dictionary and writing, and they had
these bloody great machine guns lying
around. It can’t have been much fun for
the soldiers up there being hated by eve-
ryone and sitting around in the cold with
nothing to do (one guy told me he’d
been there 18 months).

I would liked to have been able to ask
how they felt about the occupation. The
next day I was sick and one of the sol-
diers came in and with pen and paper
and asked for “Any something of
yours.” He got no joy, but a bit later an-

Timor
Oecusse

- Kupang

East
Timor

other one came in and let me know he
liked pictures of naked Australian
women. Of course he was also disap-
pointed.

If you go to Timor, the Lonely Planet
Guide is useful mainly for information
on institutions etc. (although it has stuff
all on East Timor). It also has a bit of
Indonesian language which [ found
enough for Kupang, which is better set
up for tourists. You can buy very cheap
English-Indo dictionaries over there; a
phrase book is useful; make sure you
know your numbers and basic commer-
cial interactions before you go.

A good toxic mozzie repellent is a
good idea— I got malaria despite taking
drugs. Not all countries recommend tak-
ing preventative malaria drugs as they
are hard on your body; mozzie repellent
is more effective.

McVerdict finally reached

“Well, that’s one person’s view, and he’s entitled to his opinion...”
— Dave Morris about the judge and verdict.

THE LIBEL CASE brought by the US
and UK McDonald’s companies against
two London Greenpeace campaigners
has finally come to a verdict — after 314
days in court. On the 19th of June 1997,
the presiding judge Mr Justice Bell gave
his personal verdict. He decided that
McDonald’s had been defamed by some
of the statements in the London
Creenpeace leaflet “What's wrong with
McDonald’s?” However he also ruled
that several major criticisms were true.
Charges ruled to defame McDonald’s
included that McDonald's caused rain-
forest destruction and starvation in the
third world, that only a tiny part of
WcDonald’s packaging was recycled,
- and that McDonald's workers were ex-
piloited.
. Thejudge’s justification was that the
lizmfiet definition of “rainforest” was too
umprecise, that the proportion of recy-
wled paper in McDonald’s packaging
wes “small but significant”, and al-

though workers were low-paid they
were notexploited.

In British libel law, it is the responsi-
bility of defendants Dave Morris and

-Helen Steel to justify the statements in

the leaflet, by bringing first-hand evi-
dence to show that they were true.
Therefore, where the judge ruled in
McDonald’s favour, this did not mean
than McDonald’s had shown the allega-
tions to be false, but simply that the de-
fendants had not been able to substanti-
ate them.

McDonald’s lost on the following
points: that McDonald’s was culpably
responsible for cruel practices in the
rearing and slaughter of animals, that
McDonald’s food was “high in fat and
saturated fat and animal products and
sodium,” that some of McDonald’s ad-
vertisements and literature have claimed
positive nutritional benefits which are
not matched by reality, and that
McDonald’s advertising was in large

part directed at children.

- The defendants had issued a counter
case, claiming that McDonald’s had de-
famed them by issuing leaflets saying
that their critics were liars. The judge
found that they had indeed been de-
famed, however McDonald’s was pro-
tected by the legal concept of “qualified
privilege.”

Each of the McDonald’s companies
was awarded £30,000 damages, though
they have indicated that they will not try
to claim this from the defendants. The
sum awarded is trivial for McDonald’s,
who have already spent $23 million in
court costs, and the real victory seems to
lie with Dave Morris and Helen Steel. As
they explained:

“All the legal cards were stacked against
us — oppressive and unfair libel laws, no
legal aid, huge imbalance of resources... De-
spite all of this, we still won significant and
substantial portions of the judgement...we
lost simply on technicalities.”
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Nationalism

Dear Friends,
Regarding your article Tino Ranga-
tiratanga the anarchist challenge (TSA,
#27). It's true that some Maori “refuse to
recognise the authority of the Crown
and Pakeha legal system since it repre-
sents a foreign, hostile power”. Anar-
chists especially should be encouraging
the culture of non Co-Operation. But we
should take care our enthusiasm doesn't
promote hostile ideologies — particu-
larly ones that aim to transform the
many libertarian aspects of the self-de-
termination movement into the authori-
tarian power structures necessary to
carry out the separatist national libera-
tion struggle. Surely, invoking the spec-
tre of hostile powers is one certain way
of whipping up a separatist cause, one
that TSA seems to be arguing for. That's
the logical conclusion given your posi-
tion that we should be persuading Maori
to remove centralised government on
the grounds that doing so “simplifies
any problems of dividing up the govern-
ment and legislative apparatus between
Pakeha and Maori”. Yet if anything, it's
more clear than ever that the separatist
solution doesn’t work. Even putting to
one side the tragic events in the former
Yugoslavia, the collapse of Eastern Bloc
‘communism’ enabled politicians and
academics to play upon sentiments such
as ‘love for your nation’, ‘national inde-
pendence’, ‘the right of nations to self
determination’ etc. to carve out for them-
selves a comfortable niche in the chang-
ing power structure. To drag in liberal
elements on their side, all they had to do
was to dress their murderous cant and
hypocrisy in a pseudo-revolutionary
‘ language. There is a danger that certain
anarchist elements in Aotearoa are being
compromised inexactly thesamernanner.
~It's also wrong to suggest the strug-
gle against foreign power is somehow
revolutionary and “is a short step to de-
nying the power of the State altogether”.
Rather without exception, history proves
the “short step” transmutes into just an-
other State, one which may or may not
be more reactionary, but which never-
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strength has always been in identifying
the anarchistic/libertarian elements in
any movement and promoting those.
We should be developing and sharpen-
ing these skills, endeavouring to learn
what we can from the history of anar-
chism (so we do not repeat mistakes),
maintaining a body of political thought,
and from that, defending a set of princi-
ples. It rests upon us to construct a pole
of opposition impervious to assault.
When liberals and intellectuals of all hue
are selling out to the highest bidder,
when compromise and corruption is
thick in the air, anarchism — the only
clearly defended opposition — will have
its day. The sad truth is that there are no
short cuts. We fight in the knowledge
that the first second of the new society
will be worth every second of the strug-
gle getting there.

theless is based upon the exploitation of
man by man. Of course, a “short step” is
open to definition. The main Trotskyist
tendency (world-wide) has a peculiar
theory that the glorious revolution (led
by the vanguard — of course) is but the
culmination of a gradual maturation of
consciousness caused by the working
class riding itself of any illusions it may
have in the various manifestations of
capitalist governance. By example, The
British Trotskyist group, the Socialist
Workers Party, creates its general elec-
tion strategy around the slogan “Vote
Labour, but with no illusions”. The

theory goes on to suggest that the time Regards,
span from one working class disillusion- Hugh Crane
ment to another must necessarily Mass Subversion

shorten, given capitalism’s inability to

constantly create convincing arguments Federation
in favour of its continuing existence. Of | — ——— ——
course, we can’t be too surprised about | Dear TSA

Let’s discuss this most important issue
for every anarchist movement.

Referring to Daniel’s letter from
Christchurch to TSA. I am more than
happy to hear at last from one anarchist
some comments on my national appeal
for federation in New Zealand. I want to
make it clear to all of our individual and
followers that this great idea is not fan-
tasy or one of my own. It always has
been and remains the goal of every anar-
chist movement in the world. Anarchists
are not nihilists to act impulsively, de-
structively and disorganised. Organisa-
tion, disciplined organisation, is our first
aim as a base for productive, effective
and efficient revolutionary activities and
work. However, history teaches us that
individuals, groups, and organisations
scattered around any country without
coordination and responsibility from the
anarchist federation, not only are ineffec-
tive but can be very wrong and damag-
ing for the whole movement. Of course,
there have been arguments in the past
from some individualists and other an-
archists, that federation is a bit of a cen-
tralistic body, even I myself at some
times have thought thus.

But if we are organised freely from
the beginning on a federalist system, as

Trotskyist manipulation, and the above
justifications they use. After all, they are
but Bolshevik clowns, albeit authoritar-
ian, but more irrelevant than ever. Butas
sure as the Bolshevik star is dying and
the libertarian is rising, it would be sad
thatif in the TSA's striving to not appear
“too ideologically pure”, it were to ac-
quiesce to Trotskyist ideology. By calling
for libertarians, liberals and others to, in
effect, “Vote Tino Rangatiratanga, but
with no illusions” such a TSA argument
not only fosters illusions in leaders and
their capitalist ‘solutions’ but patronises
working class people as being to thick,
incapable of coming to their own revolu-
l:iﬂnaryconclusions.'l"hethcorylegitimates
manipulationasarevolutionaxytool.

The libertarian/ anarchist relationshi p
with working people must be honest,
open and without manipulation. This is
the only real basis of our relationship.
We must make sure that when the full
political spectrum from the far right to
the far left is exposed as just various
competing capitalist ideologies serving
to protect the dominant social order,
each full of the poison of the decaying
body, when workers begin to seize back
their lives, that the anarchist perspective,
its theory and practise will admirably
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eraiion, 25 it is comtruilled by the organi-
sations through their temporarily del-
egated comrades, who are always ac-
countable to the individual organisa-
Hons, assodations and communes at dif-
ferent places. As for the question of own-
ing the properties where our federation
organisations and clubs are situated, I do
not see it troublesome for us as anar-
chists. If you ask me this should be our
dream, to achieve our independence
from the landlord’s exploitation.

About the TSA question, what they
print and way of saying it I would rather
not comment at the moment. But I will
say to all our friends that when we estab-
+lish our Anarchist Federation we will
definitely have to be far more organised
— probably a monthly newsletter or
magazine, which will for sure have to
express the real anarchist thinking, revo-
lutionary ideas, basic theories and prin-
ciples and all the important ingredients
which make the anarchistideal most hu-
manitarian of all. Of course the federa-
tion won'’t stop any publishing by indi-
viduals or groups as long as they are re-
sponsible only for themselves in their
opinions. After all we are for the free-
domofall

I do hope my few comments as an
answer will be sufficient for now, and
what Daniel is looking for. Keep the

| greatidea alive until we achieveit.

“Jim” Zlatko Ziatkoff.
P.S. Strength is in togetherness
through solidarity, mutual aid and disci-

Subscribe to TSA/!

f 1 I
| mot fear cemtrallistic aivwse from the fed-  dream of every anarchist movement to
have our national federation — the plat-
form for real productive and true organi-
sation, and disciplined anarchist work.

Subcultures

Dear TSA crew,
Since the 1997 Anarchist Conference
continued the anti-punk theme, I'm re-
sponding to your issue 27 article, “Sub-
cultures: elitist ghettos”. As someone in-
volved in Wellington’s anarcho-punk
scene since 1982, I don't think you're
covered by the article’s cheap disclaimer,
“It is not punk culture per se that I'm
attacking but...”. Yeah, right. Remark-
ably similar to any bigots “I'm not slag-
gingoffblacks / queers/ whatever,BUT...”

Fucking punks eh? All they do ac-
cording to your article is sing about an-
archy, write about anarchy and wear
clothes advocating anarchy. And sur-
prise, they’ve become the public face of
anarchy. If this public face belongs to
white intelligentsia, with their desire to
“represent” us thicky “everyday peo-
ple”, then perhaps you have something
to learn from punk’s promotional tech-
niques. If punk is “not revolutionary in
the slightest”, for doing the above activi-
ties for two decades, then why single
them out? This criticism is equally appli-
cable to The State Adversary and NZ an-
archist culture as a whole, who also sel-
dom get beyond “statements in support
of anarchistideas.”

But punks are “creating a barrier be-
tween anarchists and society at large”

“Widely regarded as the most influential anarchist magazine in the country”
— Auckland police Threat Assessment Unit
“...reminds you that a thoughtful anarchist movement still exists”

— AK Press catalogue

“...squeaky clean layout (legible, but boring)”—

TSA relies on subscriptions and donations. Subs are $10 for four issues,

Social Disease.

| trade enquiries welcome and wholesale reductions available.
i Help keep anarchy alive in Aotearoa.

H _1YES! I want to end all state tyranny, here’s ten bucks.

| 1 Pmina hurry to end state tyranny here’s $ ...... donation.

Please make cheques out to “The State Adversary” and send to:
The State Adversary - PO Box 9263 - Te Aro - Wellington - Aotearoa/NZ

you cry. Well it's about iime “society at
large” stopped believing in the bigoted
stereotypes the mass media, and now
TSA, disseminate. E.g. that all punks are
good for is “lying in the gutter”, (accord-
ing to TSA 28, not a drug or alcohol ref-
erence, what then? auto accident?!) It
would be more constructive, if anar-
chists desperate to explain their poor
“prospects of becoming a mass move-
ment”, evaluated what they have to offer
the community, rather than scapegoat
punks.
Simon Cotile
Social Dis-Ease ‘zine, P O Box 14-158,
Kilbirnie, Wellington, NZ.

Nick Melchior replies: While I am una-
ware of any “anti-punk theme” at the
anarchist conference over ANZAC
weekend, as a person involved with the
punk scene in Wellington, Aotearoa and
internationally, I took exception to your
comments. The article to which you refer
was not an attack on punk, but an attack
on subcultural domination of the anar-
chist movement. There are two reasons [

i singled out punk for comment in the ar-

ticle. A) as a punk it is the subculture I
am most familiar with, and b) it is the
subculture that most affects the anarchist
movement in Aotearoa. Some punks do
actively follow media stereotyping of the
punk movement, and that is an unfortu-
nate trend that impacts both on punks
and the anarchist movement. Many peo-
ple have singled out the perceived domi-
nance of punks within the anarchist
movement as a reason for not getting in-
volved. If all punks do is sing and wear
clothes about anarchy, then they are not
contributing to the anarchist movement
in any significant way. Your hypersensi-
tive response to a half page article of
mild criticism does more to end discus-
sion rather than encourage debate.
Dogma is dogma and we must avoid it
atall costs. In closing my final paragraph

"] was not a “cheap disclaimer” as you re-
| ferred toit, but an attempt to sum up my

feelings on the subject of subculture as a
substitute for political movements. We
are not singling out or scapegoating
punks. TSA is prepared to critique the

I anarchist movement in Aotearoa on
| every subject we feel needs critiquing,
‘ whether it is the attitudes towards chil-

dren and parents, the failure to collectiv-
ise or macho-revolutionism. We have
also printed and will continue to print
(often lengthy) letters critical of TSA and
welcome increased debate.
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ational capi

latest weapon

THIS article is writtento rajse awareness
about the international capitalists’ latest
weapon, the Multilateral Agreement on
Investment (MAD). If you haven't heard
of the MAL, that's hardly surprising. Ne-
gotiations on the document have taken
place in secret, and the document itself
was not available for public consump-
tion except for a leaked draft copy now
being disseminated on some web sites.

The MAI is a draft agreement now
being hammered out in the OECD (Or-
ganisation for Economic Cooperation
and Development — the rich countries’
club). It has the same overal purpose as
agreements such as GATT (General
Agreement on Trade and Tariffs) and
APEC (Asia and Pacific Economic Coun-
cil) agreements, that is to remove restric-
tions on foreign investment. However
the MALl is being drafted because inves-
tors and many rich nations’ govern-
ments feel GATT doesn’t go far enough
in this area.

Several thingsstand outin this regard.

First, the principle of ‘national treat-
ment’ means that governments are not
allowed to give any preference to local
investors as opposed to foreign inves-
tors. Not surprisingly, fairness is no in-
trinsic consideration; governments are
allowed to treat the foreign investors
more favourably.

Second, the principle of ‘most fa-
voured nation status’ (a term borrowed

urban field

URBAN FIELD is an idea for a public
reclamation of public places through
practical intervention, The project in-
tends to create a condition which re-
claims this place for social and sensual
needs and desires, against Space organ-
ised for profit and control.

Urban Field is about public art in
public places in opposition to art defined
by a self-perpetuating elite and mar-
keted asa commodity, an investment for
the rich. To call one person an artist is to
deny others equal gift for a vision, en-
forcing inequality, repression and fam-
ine. Those who create art also create the
starving,

The only way to eliminate elitist artis
to have everybody producing it. Urban
Field as an artwork / anti-artwork, which
questionstheartist / audiencedivision.

TSA-Mezs-wmterWO?-Pagew

by Jonathan

from US trade laws) means that a gov-
ernment that has preferential agree-
ments with one or more countries is re-
quired to extend the offer to all countries
which have signed the agreement.

A third clause worth noting concerns
procedure for dealing with breaches of
the agreement. Under the terms of the
MATI investors themselves can take na-
tions in violation of the accord to court, a
completely unprecedented power which
undermines the traditional convention
in which international law is the sole do-
main of nation states.

Countries are allowed to make a list
of ‘reservations’ upon signing the agree-
ment. These are all areas in which the
state in question does not conform to the
MALI terms. However, ‘standstill’ and
‘roll back” provisions in the agreement
mean that no new restrictions will be al-
lowed to be added (‘standstill’) and the
‘expectation” will be that these will be,
over time, ‘rolled back’ ie. phased out.

One of the most important features of
the MAI s its clauses preventing seces-
sion from the agreement. The accord
stipulates that any signatory nation
which wants to pull out must wait five
years to do so. Furthermore, withdraw-
ing nations are obliged to comply with
existing agreements with investors for a
turther 15 years. Thus any provisions

for more information go to: http://www.squiz.co.nz/space-in-flux/

Space-in-flux is a network of ‘artists,
performers, musicians, sound en gineers,
architects’ interested in constructing
revolutionary moments. We want to set
up an installation in a public Pplace acces-
sible to everyone. We are calling for pro-
posals considering how people of any
age and social or cultural background
can interact with the installation — what
are the stimuli, the attractors? What are
the performances of the 90's? What do
we need to play music, and perform
karaoke? We want to move the installa-
tion to different places and contexts to
allow more people to attend. The essence
of the project might be time related to
Space— time is the only thing one owns,

Theidea is to create a mutatable work
consisting of a visual medija matrix, a
sound installation matrix and a shifting

l—-; i i h‘m i

N

made by the New Zealand government
will be binding for twenty years.

The MAL, like GATT before it, will
certainly have an adverse effect on
workers and indigenous peoples, and on
the environment, as it undermines la-
bour and environmental protection [eg-
islation in favour of unrestricted control
by transnational corporations. It will
prevent countries which sign from re-
stricting the activities of international in-
vestors; for example by requiring some
direct local benefit from investment, or
by imposing boycotts for political rea-
sons (the sort of boycotts against coun-
tries investing in apartheid South Africa
which were adopted by some govern-
ments would be a breach of the MATI).

The agreement was originally ex-
pected to be completed by early 1997,
but is now predicted to be finished
sometime in the next year, probably no
later than May 1988. This time-delay is
vital for opponents of unrestricted for-
eign investment, as any and all political
pressure (protests, awareness raising
etc.) could at least pressure the govern-
ment into making a list of reservations
upon signing. While this may seem a
very small victory, it may have signifi-
cantimpact. And if opposition becomes
strong enough, something which is not
inconceivable, we may be in a better po-
sition to turn the tide against the present
trend of free-market nonsense.

modular matrix, each of them overlaying
each other. The visual media matrix
could consist of scaffolding towers,
equipped with monitors and black and
white toy video cameras which would
be operated by the artist-audience. The
idea is to provide no other images and
sounds except those produced there and
then. Freight containers will provide
equipment and space for performances.
Easily movable elements could be used
as walls and to sit and lie on, which will
change the physical space through the
interaction with the artist-audiences cre-
ating spaces, sound and images. Only
valuing all the world equally that any of
us will find liberation.

Any comments or proposals are wel-
come, e-mail fluxspace@could.com or
write c/-TSA, POBox 9263, Wellington.
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»d the Black Revolution and

| By LorenzoKomboaErvin

| Philadelphia: Monkeywrench Press and the Worker Self-Educa-
i tion Foundation ofthe Industrial Workers ofthe World, 1994.

. Reviewed by Catherine Amey

“The anarchist movement, and the white radical movement generally
Taas vet to fully understand and deal with racism.”

l Anarchism and the Black Revolution analyses white supremacy
in United States society and argues in powerful and direct lan-
. zuage for a black anarchist workers’ coalition against racism
‘} and police brutality — and for white workers to support this.
- Kom'boa describes in detail a practical plan by which black
communities can form self-governing communes within the
existing capitalist society. These communes are the precursor
for a general insurrection and a fully anarchist society. He also
outlines anarchist theories briefly, discredits Marxist-Leninism,
and explains why he is an anarchist.
This is the second edition of an essay originally written in
1979 while Kom'boa was a black anarchist political prisoner.
While written for United States readers 18 years ago, unfortu-
nately Kom’boa’s analysis of racism is still highly relevant to
Aotearoa today. It is also good to read a practical and workable
plan for achieving anarchism.
This book also contains the aptly titled: “The American gov-
- ernment: the best argument for anarchism”, “A draft proposal
. for an Anarchist Black Cross network” and “Anarcho-
- syndicalists of the world unite.” These essays were also written
while Kom’boa was in prison, and should be enjoyed by any-
one who likes a good rant.

. Fierce Dancing: Adventures in the
. Underground

. By CJ Stone
| Faber and Faber, 1996, 243pp
| Reviewed by Billie Clayton

|l “Everyone was dancing fiercely like pagans at an earth ceremony.”

CJ Stone, the somehow endearing hippy alcoholic journalist
who was commissioned to write this book, travels to raves,
communes and road protests, and lots of pubs in between. He
searches for information about Wally Hope, the man who be-
gan the Stonehenge free festivals, and whose suspicious death
il ~ was written about by Penny Rimbaud of punk band Crass.

! Stone makes no attempt at an objective account, to his
. aredit, and the story, part gossip, part history / folklore and
| part chemically inspired (thwarted?) philosophy is full of
| fmmny anecdotes and curious characters, including punk cult
ligres such as Crass and Conflict members. Although not an
i chist (at least he doesn’t say he is), Stone is a full-time

ipliacal agitator, and Fierce Dancing,, his first book, is an inter-
sime account of the politics, lifestyles, history and present
of Britain’s underground entirely from his own, very en-
miEming perspective.
lmouidn’t quite relate to his impassioned rants about the
mes of techno music (it seems you have to take ecstasy to
). but I enjoyed the book and found it interesting to
e the similarities and differences between the under-
g in the UK and here in Aotearoa.

Revolution #1 ST
April/May 1997

Radical Media Collective,
PO Box 513,
Christchurch

Annual Subscription $24

Reviewed by Nick Melchior

Revolution is a new Marxist magazine produced from
Christchurch. Following the international trend of
Marxist “lifestyle and politics” magazines, the first
issue of Revolution contains critical reviews and
thoughts on a range of local and international issues.
So far all well and good, but the problem comes
when you start to read it. Revolution claims to have a
“critical, Marxist perspective” but all this reviewer
could see was Marxism. Standard dogmatic lines are
followed, evoking Lenin and Marx at every turn.

Not surprisingly, the general theme of every article
on economic and political issues seems to be “join
us,” calling for a “new” (read “Marxist”) working
class politics. The header “Restatement” is yet an-
other basic rehash of elementary Marxist dogma, use-
ful if you are new to the left, but forgettable other-
wise. Yet another article on that scam-of-the-century
MMP tells us that politicians are only interested in
power (yawn). And the lifestyle review pages, while
looking at some interesting books and films, fall a
little into the old trap of assuming that trends of the
urban poor of the United States automatically pro-
duce similar trends here, eg. the articie on the
demonisation of Gangsta Rap.

All of this means that Revolution fails to stand out
from the crowd of Marxist publications in Aotearoa,
complete with poor layout concepts. However, stand
out it does, thanks to one disturbing little article re-
printed from the pages of the UK based Living Marx-
ism on the subject of rape.

According to this article, written by one Sara
Hinchcliffe, rape is essentially no worse than “being
glassed in the face.” The only real difference accord-
ing to Hinchclife is the “fetishised discussion of
rape.” The trauma felt by rape victims is apparently
due to the fact that in our society, “sex outside of love
is considered immoral, dirty” and goes on to explain
if rape was viewed as entirely separate from sex and
sexual power, then rape victims would suffer far less
trauma.

This sort of analysis tries to theorise away huge
parts of individuals’ social, emetional and psycho-
logical responses on the grounds that they are so-
cially constructed and is the sort of debased Marxism
that has come to resemble post-modernism. It fails to
take any consideration of the role of sexuality in our
patriarchal society into account.

At first glance Revolution seems to be anything but.
However, certain appalling viewpoints make it stand
out from the crowd.
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FT }IA_XB-IISATION 1S A CORPORATE
INSIBILITY.

EOILTRE STEALING FROM YOUR SHAREHOLDERS
W MIAKING UNNECESSARY PAYMENTS TO
ERS, WE HAVE THE ANSWER!

ET EEs PAY THEM FOR YOU!

NI NOW, TF WE OFFERED YOU THE CHANCE TO
T CoSTS WITHOUT REDUCING YOUR WORK
FORCE. YOU WOULD HAVE BEEN RIGHT TO BE
INCREDULOUS. BUT NOW IT'S HERE, WORKFARE —
TR CORPORATE AID PACKAGE THAT DIRECTS
SWWELFARE SPENDING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION —
"MOWOLL THE EMPLOYER.

WOREEARE IS ALREADY HELPING
s ARD THINKING EMPLOYERS IN
e UNITED STATES, AUSTRALIA
AD MANY OTHER COUNTRIES.

s PING THEM TO REGAIN SELF-
ESTEEM, PROFITS AND
SHAREHOLDER CONFIDENCE.

AND ALL PAID FOR BY THE
TAXPAYER.

EVERYBODY WINS — BIG
BUISINESS, GOVERNMENT,
CDRPORATE
SEIAREHOLDERS, IN
SHORT, THE WHOLE
COMMUNITY! '

Company:
Address:

#Government and
private enterprise
_ the unbeatable team.”

‘mployers —now
a1ere’s a new wa

Yes! I want to stop paying my employees, please send me ... {number) of
workfare employees today.

Names——

Return to your nearest Regional Employment Co-ordinator for prompt rubber stamping.

UPSKILL OR DUMB DOWN —
THE CHOICE IS YOURS.

THE UNEMPLOYED WILL
THANK YOU, AFTER ALL,
THEY'VE BEEN DEMANDING
FULL EMPLOYMENT SINCE
THEY FIRST CRAWLED OUTOF
THE CARBONIFEROUS
SWAMPS. BUILD THEIR SELF-
ESTEEM BY PROVIDING THEM
WITH THE CHALLENGE OF
HOLDING A POSITION THAT
USED TO COMMAND A WAGE-

QUITE SIMPLY, WORKFARE IS THE ULTIMATE WAY
TO ENSURE WAGELESS LABOUR... FORLIFE!

WORKFARE WORKS. EMPLOYEE MOTIV ATION IS
ASSURED BY A WHOLLY NEW INCENTIVE SYSTEM
— INCREMENTAL REDUCTIONSIN THEIR BENEFIT
PAYMENTS IF THEY DON'T KNUCKLE DOWN.

< AND IT'S GOVERNMENT GUARANTEED.

WHICH MEANS NOT ONLY NO UNIONS, BUT ALL
THE PERSUASIVE POWERS THE STATE CAN MUSTER
TO KEEP YOUR WORK FORCE WORKING.

SOWHAT ARE YOU WATTING FOR?

CALL FREEPHONE 0800-WORKFARE OR FILL IN THE
COUPON BELOW.

THIS IS NOT A JOKE spPLY RETURN THIS COUPON
TOREGAIN YOUR BUSINESS CONFIDENCE.

Position, e == = = —_ —— (X;

Phone/fax_——————————

[ 1 understand that I need supply no training whatsoever, and will not be under
any obligation to provide wages or benefits.

[] [ am aware that Workfare could constitute a subsidy to business, illegal under
GATT and WTO rules. I promise not to disclose details of this scam to any
international organisation.

CARICATURES DEPICTED ARE NOT INTENDED TO REPRESENT ACTUAL WORKFARE EMPLOYEES




